
Tactile Curiosity
Stringing beads on a cord of curiosity. 

I am a very multi-sensory person. If I can 
see, hear, smell, taste and touch some-
thing I can   often use the physical to ex-
plore and reveal deeper meaning and 
value in the spiritual. And then, if I can 
find a way to connect this with a thing 
called curiosity… well… I have a new 
way to engage others with the gospel. So I 
have a set of prayer beads that I made for 
myself a number of years ago. At the end 
of this string of thirteen beads there is a 
loop, so I can easily slide them through 
the handle of my backpack and then 
through the loop to secure them in a very 
prominent and “curious” setting.
 Allow me to share with you what a typi-
cal conversation often looks like on cam-
pus when curiosity collides with the pur-
pose and meaning of my prayer beads: 
 
What’s that hanging on your backpack?
 
 Oh these?… well these are prayer beads 
that I made. Each bead represents some-
thing special and means a lot to me, in 
fact one of them is actually connected to 
you. Would you like to briefly hear the 
meaning connected to each bead?  (This 
has now connected them personally and the 
same curiosity that started the conversation is 
about to move to the next level. - One word of 
caution, this  must be both true and genuine 
and cannot be manipulative.)
 
That sounds interesting, sure, what is the 
meaning of each bead?

Well I'm a very tactile person, so I made 
these beads to help me pray for people 
and things that I care about. This first 
bead I'm holding represents my wife An-
nie. When I pray, I hold onto this bead 

and roll it around between my fingers 
and pray for her. I pray that she would be 
blessed and that she would grow closer to 
my Lord and that our marriage would be 
protected and blessed. And I won't let this 
bead go until I have really probed my 
heart and mind on how to pray for her. 
And then when I'm ready to move on, I 
slowly move my fingers to the next bead 
which represents my son Jeremiah. I hold 
onto this bead and pray that he too would 
be blessed, that he would be a good stu-
dent of life, and that his decisions would 
be godly ones, and that he too would 
grow closer to my God, and grow in His 

love. Then as I work my way down the 
next three beads my prayers are similar 
and yet very specific, because they repre-
sent my three other sons, Joe, Dave and 
Sam. And I pray for them with all my 
heart.
The next three beads are intentionally 
shaped differently and placed in the cen-
ter with five beads on each side of them 
to represent the oneness of God and the 
triune relationship of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. So I spend time moving and 
kneading these three beads slowly be-
tween my fingers in a spirit of praise and 
gratitude, praying that God would be the 
center of my life. I patiently thank God 
for each of the first five beads that repre-
sent my family and in this same spirit of 

gratitude I move on to the next five 
beads, which brings me to you...
This bead represents my ministry, the 
students, staff, faculty, and friends that I 
have on campus. So this bead represents 
you... And while holding this bead I've 
prayed for you to understand more of 
who you are, and what you are meant to 
be in Christ. I pray that you would dis-
cover an always deepening Christ-
centered spirituality and that you would 
be blessed. This bead is very important to 
me because you are very important to me. 
Then when I am finished with this bead I 
move on to the next bead that represents 
those who pray and support our ministry, 
the people, churches and companies that 
sacrifice financially to enable me to be on 
campus to share my life and Christ with 
you. I am always amazed at how the 
body of Christ supplies the resources 
needed for a salary and for expenses like 
buying you a coffee, or lunch, or even the 
funding for you to go on a retreat. This 
too is a  very important bead to me. Then 
when I am done here, my fingers move to 
the next bead that represents my circle of 
family and friends. I pray here for my 
sister who is fighting cancer, my friend 
who is looking for employment, for my 
other sister, and brothers, for my in-laws 
and friends as God leads. Then the next 
bead represents governments, local and 
global. I pray over world issues, and con-
cerns brought out in the evening news… 
and then I hold the last bead. This oddly-
shaped bead represents me and when I 
get to this bead I go back and pray for 
each bead again but this time from the 
view of how I can be used by God in their 
lives. I pray that I would be a better hus-
band, dad, minister, support raiser and 
gratitude expresser, a better brother, and 
in-law, a better friend and neighbor, a 
better citizen and global activist, and a 
better follower of Christ in every way... So 
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that’s the story of the beads. What do you 
think?
 
The response I receive is always one of 
deeper interest, and I often hear things 
like, “That’s cool, I should do something 
like that.” I have even been known to 
open someone’s hand and carefully place 
my beads in their palm, while slowly 
closing their fingers on the clump of 
beads. I tell them, “I think you should 
keep them.” I have plenty of beads at 
home and I can just make another set. I 
have never had anyone refuse hearing 
about the beads. Merging curiosity and 
the authentic love of Christ is such a 
powerful combination! 
 
In an email one student wrote, “Thank 
you for coming and visiting me at the 
hospital. That was really kind of you and 
also thank you for letting me borrow your 
prayer beads.”
 
Another student wrote in a paper for the 
class I teach, “My most memorable part of 
the Christianity section was when Profes-
sor Shea shared his beads that he carries 
around every day.”
 
And the impact of the beads even extends 
beyond the campus! Shortly after teach-
ing a conference on “How to engage our 
culture,” where I shared as an example 
how my beads can be connected with 
curiosity, this was posted on their 
church’s Facebook page:

“I wanted to make prayer beads as a draw for 
people on Community Day and also as a tool 
to witness--thank you, Joe Shea for that 
GREAT idea!  As I walked into the store very 
concerned about my lack of crafting and won-
dering how the Lord was going to help me put 
my idea into a usable tool, I explained to a 
friend my idea of a "camo" colored type of 
prayer bead that we could hand out to mili-
tary families. We found the perfect parachute 
cord----camo colored!  We found camo colored 
beads and now comes the BEST part! We were 
looking for a red bead to add to represent 
God's love for us.  As we perused the bead 
aisle, we just about tripped over a young 
woman and another  lady.  We all laughed that 
we were  looking for similar things and they 
wanted to know what we were going to do 
with our beads.  We began to explain my con-

nection to the military, our participation in 
Community day and the prayer beads.  The 
younger of the two was newly married to a 
man who is currently serving.....hmmmmm, 
do you think it's possible God had us there on 
this day to meet this young woman and her 
mother?  Anyway, she was really curious 
about the beads and what they stood for.   I 
told her they had no power, they were just a 
reminder for me as I pray for  my son who is 
currently deployed.  I then went on to tell her 
what each bead stood for.....the first is his 
mind, I pray daily that God will  protect his 
mind and head from injury and keep it clear 
and ready.  The next is his body, I pray for his 
body to stay strong and healthy and ready to 
go.  The next is his spirit, I pray that God will 
keep his  spirits  up and keep him joyful and at 
peace.  The next is for his spiritual growth, I 
pray that he will see God's hand every day 
and that he will take time to read his  Bible and 
spend time with the Lord.  The last large bead 
represents  his family. I pray for their safety 
and for all of the same things above I pray for 
him.  The last two beads are red and gold, the 
red represents the love God has for him and 
his family and the gold bead represents how 
God sees him and his family.....more precious 
than anything in the world.  The girl and her 
mom listened and liked the idea.  I'd love  to 
say that right there on the spot        we prayed 
and led them to the Lord.  We did not, but we 
did plant a seed and I was able to try my 
prayer beads!  And I was able  to share with 
them about the Lord and the Prayer Warriors 
ministry and I was able to give out contact 
information!  The same girl came and found 
us after in the store to talk more about the 
Prayer Warriors and to help us with the bead 
search!  She then told me about another friend 
of hers whose husband is currently serving 
overseas.  They have a new baby the father 
hasn't met yet.  I promised I would pray for 
her and the things we had talked about and 
she promised she would contact me and let me 
know how she is  doing, she will be  moving to 
be with her husband in in a few days.  Sorry 
to be so wordy, but this was just too exciting 
not to share!”
 
So how can you use curiosity to engage 
others with the gospel? I lay awake at 
night thinking about new ideas, then after 
trying them, I teach them to other stu-
dents, churches and groups. If you would 
like to invite me to speak at your church, 
group, retreat or organization I would 

love to hear from you. If you want to 
share with me your ideas for using curi-
osity I would love to hear them too!

=== JOE ===

Annie’s Corner:
It has been  busy  for the Shea household this 
year. Our son David graduated, Sam has two 
yeas left and then all four will be out of high 
school!  Jeremiah, Joey and now David are 
involved in the ministry attending our sum-
mer college bible study. Dave is also concen-
trating on his Jamaican trip in July. He is 
going with the youth group from our church 
and is excited to see what God has planned for 
him there. He would like to thank all the peo-
ple who made it possible for him to go. He had 
to raise $1500.00 for the trip and through 
some of our supporters, supporting churches, 
friends and family he has raised everything 
needed to go. When he gets back, he will send 
an update to those who helped. We ask for 
your prayers while he is there July 21-28th. 
We pray for God’s protection for the whole 
group, for their travels and for the good He 
has planned. We  hope you all have a wonder-
ful summer we look forward  to all  God has 
planned for us! Thanks again so very much 
for all the support and prayers!

=== Annie ===

To financial support our ministry just fill 
out the envelope enclosed with this 
newsletter with a check made out to Mis-
sions Door. Please include a separate note 
stating that you would like to support the 
Shea’s and how o%en in faith you plan to 
donate. If you do not have an envelope 
just use the address at the bottom of this 
page or go online to our website 
www.aGenerationInNeed.com 
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